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PROCEEDINGS OF 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
West Bloomfield Township Hall Boardroom 

West Bloomfield, Michigan  
 

Wednesday, September 24, 2025 
                                                                            6:00 PM                                     APPROVED        
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairperson Brooks 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:            Chair Robert Brooks  
   Secretary John Erich  
   Treasurer Terrance Adams 
   Commissioner Merv Aronoff 
   Commissioner David Barash 
   Commissioner Amy Mindell  
   Commissioner Sally Wenczel 
     
          
Staff Present:  Kelly Hyer, Executive Director  
   Chris Frey, Parks Superintendent 
   Ashley Stokes, Recreation Supervisor 
   Meagan Tehako, Marketing & Events Manager 
   Carrie Manning, Recording Secretary 
   
Absent:  None 
    
Public:   Sylvia Whitmer     

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE        
 
PUBLIC FORUM- None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the agenda with the 
removal of Items from the Township Liaison.    

 
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Items A through J are Consent Agenda matters considered to be routine by the Commission and enacted by 
one motion unless a member of the Commission wishes to discuss one of the topics.  
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A)  Approval of Minutes-Special Workshop August 25, 2025   
B)  Approval of Minutes-Regular Commission August 27, 2025   
C)  Approval of August Revenue and Expenditure Report    
D)  Approval of August Prepaid Expense Report in the amount of $344,555.62   
E)  Approval of Invoice Journal Report (Expenditures by Check) in the amount of $322,499.99   
F)  Approval of the August Credit Card Refund Report totaling $5,468.00   
G)  Receipt of the August Cash Balance   
H)  Receipt of Connect Community Center Bond Reimbursement from Township Report August   
      2025 Payment #1 and #2   
I)   Receipt of fully executed Information Technology MOU between West Bloomfield Township  
     and West Bloomfield Parks   
J)  Receipt of Change Order #2 with HED for Connect Community Center for $12,000   
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel to approve items A through J on 
the Consent Agenda. 
 
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 
CONNECT MULTI-GENERATIONAL COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATES 
 
Executive Director Hyer provided a presentation with updates and schematics designs of the future Connect 
Community Center. The computer-generated designs were the outside of the building with different options 
shown, the possible floorplan design of the indoor meeting spaces, and staff offices, spaces, and common 
rooms. Outdoor landscaping and play area plans were also presented. Outdoor landscaping includes rain 
gardens, green-screening, natural shade, and native plantings. Current sidewalks would be maintained, 
and parking would be reconfigured from the present design. A full-size high school gymnasium and a flexible 
multi-purpose room are included as well as lounge areas on both the first and second floors. The next round 
of design decisions and cost estimating are currently being discussed among designers, architects, builders, 
and WBPRC Staff. 
 
STAFF REPORT  
 
Executive Director Hyer reported on a Campus Parking meeting with Fishbeck to review their draft report 
on the parking study as well as their traffic impact study. She met with Oakland County Parks regarding 
affiliate park funds for Pine Lake Park that will be presented to the Commission for review in October. 
Executive Director Hyer and Marketing and Events Manager Tehako represented the WB Parks at Family 
Fun Night at west Bloomfield High School. 2026 detailed budget planning kicked off with a first round of 
Leadership Team presentations and discussions. 
 
Superintendent Frey delivered the Parks Report to the Commissioners. Parks staff continued ballfield 
“lip” removal work at Keith Sports Park, following the same work completed at Drake Sports Park. Work 
included sod removal, power brooming, and power washing. Parks staff set up soccer fields at Keith 
Sports Park and Marshbank Park for fall soccer season to  start. One field remained set-up all summer at 
Drake for camps and park users to use. Staff repaired extensive trail washouts in the Nature Preserve, 
hauling and spreading over 35 tons of stone and restoring hundreds of feet of trail. Superintendent Frey 
summarized the many Marshbank Park updates: The painting and staining contractor finished the work on 
the Overlook and Lodge buildings. The Overlook screened in deck is re-open for use. The contractor will 
be returning to paint the two picnic shelters, but it will not affect park users. Parks staff spent a lot of 
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time re-installing the screens, hand railings, drinking fountains, and the Little Library at the Overlook 
building. The shade fabrics were removed and reinstalled after the painters painted the playground shade 
structure and concert structure. Phase one of the asphalt project has been underway since August 4th, 
including reconstruction of walking paths, new concrete at multiple locations, replacement of benches, 
four new bench locations and work on the Oak Ridge parking lot and road. The contractors are ahead of 
schedule, but all construction areas are still closed to park users and there are signs in various locations 
around the park. Invasive plants were removed at Marshbank Park from rain gardens. Park Operations I 
Lang attended the MSU Turfgrass Field Day in East Lansing for professional development.  
 
Supervisor Stokes provided the Recreation Report to the Commission. Both campers and staff celebrated 
the end of summer camp season. This year, there were around 700 camp registrations in all. Camp WB 
campers and their families were treated to an ice cream social with 100+ participants. Nature Camp 
ended August 8th with a fun S’mores Social facilitated by Naturalist Stocker and Nature Intern Skaff that 
was just for campers. On August 14th, for the first time, Staff held an Apple Island Kayak Adventure 

program in partnership with the Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society. Then, on August 23rd, 
Marshbank was closed for Bees, Butterflies & Blooms due to construction occurring in the Oakridge 
parking lot where attendance was around 400 people. Naturalist Supervisor Azoury facilitated a great 
event with the nature team and help from programming, seasonal, and admin staff. The Little Hikers 
program had over 50 participants and families. Over at Connect, Senior Services Manager Hudgins also 
hosted an Ice Cream Float Social, a Connect Member Event, with 55+ participants. The Exercise Your 
Mind Estate Strategy program was sold out with 32 participants. Upcoming events include the Senior 
Health Showcase on October 3rd, Group Hayrides (which are almost sold out) and Trick or Treat Trail on 
October 29th.  This year, the event will be held at Drake Sports Park, due to the ongoing improvements 
happening at Marshbank.  
 
Marketing and Events Manager Tehako spoke to the Commissioners on the progress and successes of the 
WBPRC Marketing and Sponsorship programs. The Memorial Bench Program was revamped in 2023 and 
since then 37 benches have been sold and brought in a total of $85,000 in revenue. Only able to install so 
many benches in a season, these have technically sold out each year. Benches are available for 2026, and 
anyone interested can visit the website at WBParks.org/memorials to view maps of available bench 
locations. Several types of sponsorship opportunities are available, from print advertising, banners in the 
parks, and lunch and learns. So far this year, WBPRC has partnered with 67 businesses and revenue is at 
$77,000. After looking into brand refreshing for the Connect Community Center, it was decided that the 
current Connect logo was the favorite with the slogan “Where Community Grows” added.  
 
ITEMS FROM THE OFFICERS  
 

A. Items from the Chairperson 
 
Chairperson Brooks visited the Karner Farm dog park at the invitation of a resident and commented that it 
was a close-knit community of people that knew each other and each other’s dogs well. He also encouraged 
residents to consider sponsoring a bench at the dog park. He also encouraged everyone to check out all the 
recent improvements and work being done at Marshbank Park.  
 
      B.  Items from the Secretary  
 
Secretary Erich attended the Health Care clinic at Connect and commended the event and attendance. 
 

C. Items from the Treasurer 
 
Treasurer Adams wished a happy New Year to residents celebrating Rosh Hashanah. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Chairperson Brooks  
  
Chairperson Brooks stated they met on August 27, 2025. Present were himself, Secretary Erich, Treasurer 
Adams, Executive Director Hyer, Parks Superintendent Frey, Finance Manager Stephanie Smith, HR 
Manager Forton, and Marketing & Events Manager Tehako.  The Committee reviewed and set the agenda 
for this evening’s Commission meeting. They discussed progress on the Bond Project: the site review and 
Woodland Delineation. They were updated on current, ongoing projects, grant opportunities and 
personnel items. They reviewed outstanding legal and contractual issues. Their next scheduled meeting is 
October 8, 2025, at 4PM at the RAC building. 
 
Finance: Report from Treasurer Adams  
   
Treasurer Adams indicated the Finance Committee met Wednesday, August 27, 2025, at 6:00pm. Present 
were himself, Commissioner Barash, Commissioner Wenczel, Finance Manager Smith, and Executive 
Director Hyer.  The committee reviewed invoices, vouchers, and prepaid expenses for the month. The 
committee reviewed agenda items for tonight’s meeting and Bond draw requests presented to the 
Commission. Preparation for the 2026 budget was discussed as were meeting dates. (September 29, 2025, 
at Connect) The interest from the investment fund, year to date, stands at $204,600.86. The committee 
reviewed the finance reports for the month. The next meeting is scheduled prior to the regular 
Commission meeting for September 24th, at 6pm, prior to the monthly Commission Meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
A. Consideration for Approval of a culvert replacement under the West Bloomfield Trail Network 
to Great Lakes Contracting Solutions, LLC for a cost not to exceed $63,547.00. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to move to approve the culvert 
replacement contract under the West Bloomfield Trail Network with Great Lakes Contracting Solutions, 
LLC, for an amount not to exceed $63,547.00, inclusive of a 10% contingency if required.     
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 
B. Consideration for Approval of concrete repairs on the West Bloomfield Trail Network & Drake 

Sports Park to Ron Eakin Cement for a cost not to exceed $48,180.00. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to move to approve the concrete 
replacement contract on the West Bloomfield Trail Network and at Drake Sports Park with Ron Eakin 
Cement for an amount not to exceed $48,180.00, inclusive of a 10% contingency if required.  
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 
C. Consideration for Approval of the Schedule of 2026 WBPRC Meeting Dates. 
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Motion by Commissioner Wenczel, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to move to approve the 2026 West 
Bloomfield Parks and Recreation Commission meeting schedule.    

The dates will be as follows:   

Wednesday, January 28, 2026   

Wednesday, February 25, 2026   

Wednesday, March 25, 2026   

Wednesday, April 22, 2026   

Wednesday, May 27, 2026   

Wednesday, June 24, 2026   

Wednesday, July 22, 2026   

Wednesday, August 26, 2026   

Wednesday, September 23, 2026   

Wednesday, October 28, 2026   
Wednesday, November 18, 2026 (third Wednesday)  
Wednesday, December 16, 2026 (third Wednesday) 
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 
D. Consideration for Approval of the Schedule of 2026 WBPRC Holidays   
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel to move to approve the 2026 West 
Bloomfield Parks and Recreation Commission holiday schedule.    
 
 The dates will be as follows:   
1. New Year’s Day (1/1/26)   
2. MLK Day (1/19/26)   
3. Memorial Day (5/25/26)   
4. Juneteenth (6/19/26)   
5. Independence Day Observed (7/3/26) 6.  Labor Day (9/7/26)   
7. Thanksgiving Day (11/26/26)   
8. Day after Thanksgiving (11/27/26)   
9. Day before Christmas Day (12/24/26) 10.  Christmas Day (12/25/26)   
11.New Year’s Eve (12/31/26) 
 
In addition to Holidays, the Main Office and Connect will also be closed for the following  days:   
1.  January 8, 2026, All Staff Retreat   
2.  January 23, 2026, Rec Staff Retreat (tentative)   
3.  December 11, 2026 (Afternoon Only) All Staff Appreciation   
4.  December 24, 2026-January 1, 2027 (Staff use their personal business leave days or  
     vacation days as needed)  
 
Facility hours would remain:   
· Main Office Hours-Recreation Activities Center tentative closing date for construction - January 2026  
Monday-Friday, 8am-4:30pm   
· Connect Office Hours   
Monday-Friday, 8:30am-4:00pm    
· Parks and trails    
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8am-sunset, year-round     
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
    
PUBLIC FORUM- None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:50PM.  
  

Reviewed by, 
John Erich 

 
 
(As a permanent record, an audio tape of this meeting in its entirety is on file and will remain at the Parks and Recreation offices 
where it may be heard.) 


