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PROCEEDINGS OF 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
West Bloomfield Township Hall Boardroom 

West Bloomfield, Michigan  
 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 
                                                                            6:00 PM                                     APPROVED        
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairperson Brooks 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:            Chair Robert Brooks  
   Secretary John Erich     
   Commissioner Merv Aronoff 
   Commissioner David Barash 
   Commissioner Amy Mindell  
   Commissioner Sally Wenczel 
     
          
Staff Present:  Kelly Hyer, Executive Director  
   Chris Frey, Parks Superintendent 
   Ashley Stokes, Recreation Supervisor 
   Ashley Forton, HR Manager 
   Carrie Manning, Recording Secretary 
   
Absent:  Treasurer Terrance Adams 
    
Public:   Ronald Rutkowski 
   Jr. Commissioner Henry Aldrich 
   Jr. Commissioner Kaylin Brown 
   Jr. Commissioner Abby Rubinstein     

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE        
 
PUBLIC FORUM- The Junior Commissioners introduced themselves. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the agenda excluding 
items from the Township Liaison and the Finance report.  

 
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
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Items A through J are Consent Agenda matters considered to be routine by the Commission and enacted by 
one motion unless a member of the Commission wishes to discuss one of the topics.  
 

A)   Approval of Minutes-Regular July 23, 2025   
B)  Approval of July Revenue and Expenditure Report    
C)  Approval of July Prepaid Expense Report in the amount of $571,964.00   
D)  Approval of Invoice Journal Report (Expenditures by Check) in the amount of $318,926.86   
E)  Approval of the July Credit Card Refund Report totaling $6,576.00   
F)  Receipt of the July Cash Balance   
G)  Receipt of fully executed Low Voltage Agreement with Tower Pinkster    
H)  Receipt of fully executed civil engineering Change Order #1 with Nowak & Fraus Engineering  
for additional utility survey work and waterline delineation required in the Civic Center  Boulevard    
I)  Receipt of Applications submitted to WB Township for Site Plan Review, Special Land Use,   
    Stormwater Management Plan, Woodland, and Wetlands    
J)  Receipt of painting Change Order #1 with Axtell for Marshbank Park for $19,240      

 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve items A through J on 
the Consent Agenda. 
 
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
STAFF REPORT  
 
Executive Director Hyer delivered the administrative report, commenting on the meeting of the Junior 
Commissioners in July at the WB Township Library with Commissioner Wenczel, Library Director Cathy Russ, 
and her. In partnership with the West Bloomfield Schools, an outdoor movie night was held at the high 
school. Staff have been participating in a 2-part Supervisory training class, the July staff meeting was held 
with all regular and seasonal staff celebrating “Build together, play together”. On Parks and Recreation 
Professionals Day, a mobile hydration station went from location to location so that everyone received 
their snack and drinks. Things are on track with the Connect Community Center, with many moving parts 
all beginning to come together.  
 
Superintendent Frey updated the Commissioners on Parks staff operations, which included work on the 
ballfields’ lips (where the grass meets the dirt infield). They raked the dirt back to the infields to prevent 
baseballs and softballs from taking dangerous bounces into players. They also completed aerating some of 
the fields. At Marshbank Park, staff removed invasive plants and rebuilt the aggregate walking trail from 
the Oakridge parking lot to the fishing pier. Storm damage clean-up and tree trimming took place in the 
Nature Preserve and at Marshbank, Bloomer, and Keith Park. Staff placed and replaced signs throughout 
the parks, from directional and parking lot signs to damaged and discolored signs. Staff have begun to 
compile their winter tree trimming list for work that is easier to complete during the winter months. Staff 
also completed preventative maintenance, including cleaning air intakes and rinsing filters and screens to 
improve ventilation and cooling system efficiency. 
 
Supervisor Stokes provided the Recreation Report to the Commission. The Marshbank Music series was a 
victim of poor weather, from rain outs to extremely hot evenings, however concerts still drew 400-700 
attendees to each show. Program highlights included Adventure Academy, Fishing Frenzy and a Senior’s 
trip to see the Tigers play, which was a sell-out with 26 participants. Summer softball and pickleball leagues 
wrapped up with tournaments and league champions were crowned. Upcoming events include Sports Day 
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on September 26th and the annual Camp Out, also being held on September 26th. Group Hayrides will be 
starting in October, accepting groups up to 30. The Senior Health Showcase will be held on October 3rd at 
Connect. Supervisor Stokes reminded everyone of the volunteer opportunities open to all and to sign up on 
the WB Parks and Rec website.  
 
ITEMS FROM THE OFFICERS  
 

A. Items from the Chairperson 
 
Chairperson Brooks commented on how nice the staining looks on the Marshbank Lodge and approved of 
the choice of contractors that worked on the job. On September 27th, from 9am-2pm, Free Bikes 4 Kidz 
(FB4K) will be holding collection events at the War Memorial and at other collection sites in the area. 
 
      B.  Items from the Secretary  
 
Secretary Erich complimented staff for the presentation and walk-through for the special meeting on 
Monday. 
 

C. Items from the Treasurer 
 
Treasurer Adams was excused from the meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Chairperson Brooks  
  
Chairperson Brooks stated they met on August 13, 2025. Present were himself, Secretary Erich, Treasurer 
Adams, Executive Director Hyer, Parks Superintendent Frey, Recreation Supervisor Stokes, Finance Manager 
Stephanie Smith, HR Manager Forton, and Marketing & Events Manager Tehako. They discussed and 
reviewed the agenda items for the meeting tonight, the Connect presentation for the Township, and the 
Fishbeck parking and traffic impact study reports. They reviewed contracts, agreements, and the cell tower 
proposal. They also discussed personnel and outstanding legal issues. Their next scheduled meeting is 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025. 
 
Sustainability Committee: Report from Commissioner Mindell  
   
Commissioner Mindell stated they met on Thursday, August 21, 2025, via Zoom. 
Attending the meeting were Commissioners, representatives from HED and GMA as well as Laura Hester, 
Executive Director Hyer, and Parks Superintendent Frey. 
The committee talked through the definition of sustainability and how would it look in the new Connect 
Community Center. They discussed all the sustainability features already being included in the project and 
the wider scope of what those sustainability features were and how complicated they could be. They had 
a detailed discussion on woodlands, wetlands, trees, and rain gardens. Permeable pavers would not be able 
to be used in the parking lots but would be included in the outdoor educational area.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
A. Consideration for Approval of the Parental Leave Policy for full-time and part-time staff. 
 
The policy allows for six weeks of paid time off for childbirth OR one week for  adoption. The amount paid 
out to a staff member who qualifies will be determined.  
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by their rate of pay at the time of leave.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Mindell to Move to accept the Parental 
Leave Policy for full-time and part-time staff pending final attorney review and approval and inclusive 
of any  recommended revisions.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
B. Consideration for Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding related to Information 
Technology between West Bloomfield Township and West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation   
Commission. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel to  Move to approve the 
Memorandum of Understanding for Information Technology  Services between the Charter Township 
of West Bloomfield and the West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation Commission.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
C.     Consideration for Approval of the Plante Moran, PLLC proposal letter for financial statement     

audit services for fiscal years 2025-2029. 
 
This item was changed from an action item to an information only item based on discussion in the Finance 
Committee Meeting prior to the Commission meeting.  
  
D. Consideration for Approval of the T-Mobile Drake Cell Tower First Amendment 
 
The amendment calls for annual rent of $45,600 starting in 2029, with an annual  increase of 4% per year 
(shown in the packet as Exhibit A). The amendment outlines  that the lease will automatically be extended 
for five additional and successive five- year terms.  
  
Motion by Commissioner Wenczel, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to Move to approve the First 
Amendment of the T-Mobile Cell  Tower Lease Agreement at Drake Sports Park, pending review and 
approval by the Charter Township of West Bloomfield and legal counsel.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
E. Consideration for Approval of roof replacement at Drake Sports Park, Keith Sports Park, and 

Bloomer Park to Original Roofing Company for a cost of $111,089.00.  
 
The four roofs at Drake Sports Park are 29 years old, 23 years old at Keith Sports Park, and 24 years old at 
Bloomer Park. 
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Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to Move to approve the roof 
replacement project for Drake Sports Park, Keith Sports Park, and Bloomer Park: Eight roofs in total 
to Original Roofing Company in the amount of $111,089.00 which includes a 10% contingency if 
needed.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
F. Consideration for Approval of Marshbank security cameras to Identify Inc. for a cost of 
$35,666.65.  
  
Motion by Commissioner Wenczel, seconded by Commissioner Barash to  Move to approve the purchase 
and installation of 12 security  cameras from Identify Inc to be installed at the Marshbank Lodge and 
Overlook  buildings in the amount of $35,666.65.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
G. Consideration for Approval of updated 2025 WB Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting 
Schedule with an addition for the 2026 Budget Workshop. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Mindell, seconded by Commissioner Barash to move to approve the date of 
Monday, September 29, 2025, at 5:30 for a meeting time at 6PM at Connect.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
H. Consideration for Approval of 2025 Budget Amendment #2.  
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to Move to approve the 2025 
Budget Amendment #2 which decreases the budgeted fiscal year end 2025 fund balance by 
$255,300.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS- Commissioner Barash thanked the staff for sharing the enormous amount of information 
on the Connect Community Center project and the ongoing progress with him. 
Commissioner Mindell reported on comments from her family, who are big fans of Drake Sports Park. 
She also thanked staff for the information provided at the meeting on Monday and for all their work put 
into this project. 
Commissioner Aronoff wished everyone a happy, safe Labor Day holiday. 
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PUBLIC FORUM- Jr. Commissioner Abby Rubenstein spoke to the Commission regarding the lack of shade 
at Drake Sports Park, near the skatepark and the playground. Due to the risk of skin cancer, more shade 
should be provided in these areas. 
Ron Rutkowski spoke of the beauty of the West Bloomfield Trail. He is a regular user of the trail and 
remarked about the upkeep of the trail.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:30PM  
  

Reviewed by, 
John Erich 

 
 
(As a permanent record, an audio tape of this meeting in its entirety is on file and will remain at the Parks and Recreation offices 
where it may be heard.) 


