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PROCEEDINGS OF 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
West Bloomfield Township Hall Boardroom 

West Bloomfield, Michigan  
 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025 
                                                                            6:00 PM                                     APPROVED        
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairperson Brooks 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:            Chair Robert Brooks  
   Secretary John Erich  
   Treasurer Terrance Adams 
   Commissioner Merv Aronoff 
   Commissioner David Barash 
   Commissioner Amy Mindell  
   Commissioner Sally Wenczel     
          
Staff Present:  Kelly Hyer, Executive Director  
   Chris Frey, Parks Superintendent 
   Ashley Stokes, Recreation Supervisor 
   Ashley Forton, HR Manager 
   Stephanie Smith, Finance Manager 
   Austin Gapp, Finance Associate 
   Carrie Manning, Recording Secretary 
    
Public:   The families of Abby Rubinstein, Kaylin Brown, and Joy Rucker   

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE        
 
PUBLIC FORUM- None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the agenda with the 
substitution of the swearing in of Junior Commissioners replacing Items from the Township Liaison, 
who was not present at the meeting.    

 
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
 
Commissioner Wenczel led the swearing in of three Junior Commissioners. Joy Rucker, Kaylin Brown, 
and Abby Rubinstein took the oath of office as Junior Commissioners. Eleven other Junior 
Commissioners were sworn in on May 18, 2025. Chair Brooks thanked Commissioner Wenczel and 
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Executive Director Hyer for being active with the youth leadership program and involving young people 
in civic involvement. 
2024 AUDIT PRESENTATION BY PLANTE MORAN 
Phil Femininio and Brian Camelin delivered a report to the Commissioners regarding the results of their 
recently finished Financial Audit. The audit returned a clean opinion, with no issues, discrepancies, or 
incorrect procedures. They reviewed the written report provided to the Commissioners, going over revenue 
and expenditure reporting. They thanked the Staff that assisted them with the audit for all their work, 
scheduling, and providing all the data for the report. Chair Brooks thanked the Plante Moran representatives 
for their report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Items A through M are Consent Agenda matters considered to be routine by the Commission and enacted 
by one motion unless a member of the Commission wishes to discuss one of the topics.  
 

A)  Approval of Minutes-Special Meeting Commission April 21, 2025  
B)  Approval of Minutes-Regular Commission April 23, 2025  
C)  Approval of Minutes-Special Workshop May 13, 2025  
D)  Approval of April Revenue and Expenditure Report  
E)  Approval of April Prepaid Expense Report in the amount of $381,475.23  
F)  Approval of Invoice Journal Report (Expenditures by Check) in the amount of $307,135.79  
G)  Approval of the April Credit Card Refund Report totaling $6,661.00  
H)  Receipt of the April Cash Balance  
I)   Receipt of Advertisement for Connect Community Center Request for Proposals (RFP) for  
     Interior Design  
J)  Receipt of Advertisement for 3 Year Marshbank Paving Project for Request for Proposals  
     (RFP)  
K)  Receipt of Advertisement for Accounting Services Request for Proposals (RFP)  
L)  Receipt of Contract to Fishbeck for $15,500 for Professional Traffic Engineering Services for  
     the West Bloomfield Civic Center Campus Parking Study  
M) Receipt of Form L-4029 2025 Tax Rate Request Form  

 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel to approve items A through M 
on the Consent Agenda. 
 
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
 
STAFF REPORT  
 
Executive Director Hyer provided an update on the Connect Community Center Bond Project and recent 
milestones that had been reached. The Landscape Architect, Interior Design company, and Geotechnical 
survey was completed. The Fishbeck parking survey was also completed. Staff workshops will be taking 
place on May 29th and May 30th, led by the architect, reviewing space and design ideas. Leadership has been 
touring local community centers, both completed and under construction. 
 
Superintendent Frey delivered the Parks report to the Commission. Staff completed fence repairs at Karner 
Farm and at Arrowhead, including the installation of replacement posts and new wire fencing. Fencing by 
the Bloomer basketball court was also replaced. Staff has prepped all spring sports fields for activity 
beginning April 14th. Interior maintenance took place at Drake Community building, including carpet 



3 
 

cleaning, floor polishing, and deep cleaning. Cleaning took place on evenings and weekends to provide the 
least disruption. Two 20x20 event tents were installed by Staff, one behind the RAC and one between the 
RAC and Library in preparation for nature events, summer cap, and Food Truck Tuesdays. Shades were also 
installed at the Drake pickleball courts and at Lily Pad Springs. Staff also regraded the Karner Farm driveway 
and parking lot, adding 15 tons of limestone aggregate.  
 
Supervisor Stokes provided the Recreation Report to the Commission. The final AARP tax session was held 
April 9th, with tax aide volunteers completing 155 returns for residents. Supervisor Stokes expressed her 
appreciation to the WB Township Library for hosting the sessions and to the Tax Aide volunteers. Volunteers 
were also key in hosting the most attended Egg Scramble in WBPRC history, with 805 kiddos participating. 
Fifty-two Connect seniors attended a lunch and tour of the Michigan Central Station. The Earth Day event 
was also popular with 303 participants. Upcoming events include the return of Twilight Tuesdays, beginning 
on June 10th, the Juneteenth Jamboree, which will be held from 10am to 2pm on June 19th, and the return 
of Summer on the Bank on June 28th from 11am-3pm. Supervisor Stokes commented that anyone can go to 
the WB Parks website to sign up to volunteer for events.  
 
ITEMS FROM THE OFFICERS  
 

A. Items from the Chairperson  
 

Chairperson Brooks did not have any items. 
 
      B.  Items from the Secretary  
 
Secretary Erich commented on how high the number of participants has been for events held this year. 
 

C. Items from the Treasurer 
 
Treasurer Adams did not have any items. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Chairperson Brooks  
  
Chairperson Brooks stated they met on May 14, 2025. Present were himself, Secretary Erich, Treasurer 
Adams, Executive Director Hyer, Parks Superintendent Frey, Recreation Supervisor Stokes, Finance Manager 
Stephanie Smith, HR Manager Forton, and Marketing & Events Manager Tehako.  They discussed the items 
on tonight’s agenda and the Community Stakeholder Workshop held May 13, 2025. They were updated on  
Personnel items and talked about the Junior Leadership Commission. They also reviewed contracts, grant 
opportunities, and outstanding legal matters. Their next scheduled meeting is June 11, 2025, at 4:00PM. 
 
Finance: Report from Treasurer Adams  
   
Treasurer Adams indicated the Finance Committee met Wednesday, April 23, 2025, at 6:00pm. Present 
were himself, Commissioner Barash, Commissioner Wenczel, Finance Manager Smith, and Executive 
Director Hyer.  The committee talked about the Plante Moran audit process and the Accounting Services 
RFP that is due June 2, 2025.  The committee reviewed invoices, vouchers, and prepaid expenses for the 
month. The committee reviewed agenda items for tonight’s meeting. The interest from the investment 
fund, year to date, stands at $72,660.98, with $32,331.09 earned in March. The committee reviewed the 
finance reports for the month. The next meeting is scheduled prior to the regular Commission meeting on 
June 25, 2025, at 6pm. 
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NEW BUSINESS  
 
A. Consideration to Receive and file the memorandum recommending demolition of the Recreation 
Activities Center as part of the Connect Community Center Bond  Project   
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to receive and file the 
memorandum recommending demolition of the  Recreation Activities Center as part of the Connect 
Community Center Bond Project.    
          
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
 
B. Consideration for Approval of Connect Community Center Bond Project Landscape  Architect 
Services to Grissim, Metz, Andriese Associates (GMA) for the amount of $68,000.    
  
Motion by Commissioner Wenczel, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve Landscape Architect 
Agreement, for the Connect Community  Center bond project to Grissim, Metz and Andriese Associates 
(GMA), at a cost not to exceed $68,000 and authorize the Executive Director to execute the 
agreement,  pending attorney review and approval and with any changes recommended by the  
attorney.   
             
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
 
C. Consideration for Approval of Connect Community Center Bond Project Interior Design and 
Procurement Agreement to Intersect Studio    
  
Motion #1 by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve the pre-
construction Interior Design Services Agreement, for  the Connect Community Center bond project to 
Intersect Studio, at a cost not to exceed  $79,900 and to authorize the Executive Director to execute 
the agreement, pending attorney review and approval and with any changes recommended by the 
attorney.    
             
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
  
Motion #2 by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve the structure of the 
Procurement Fee as follows:  Approve the  Procurement Design Fee, for the Connect Community 
Center bond project to Intersect Studio, at a cost not to exceed $29,800; and a Procurement Fee not 
to exceed 5% of the cost of  goods. Other final procurement fees, including shipping, warehousing, and 
installation will be determined once the furniture, art, and accessory orders are placed, not to exceed 
the  percentage of cost of goods as defined in Intersect Studios’ proposal. The Commission  authorizes 
the Executive Director to execute the agreement, pending attorney review and  approval and with any 
changes recommended by the attorney.    
             
Ayes:  7       
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Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
 
 
D. Consideration for Approval of 3 Year Marshbank Park paving contract to Nagle Paving Co. for 
the amount of $1,906,428.04    
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the Nagle Paving Co. 
three-year contract for parking lot and pathway paving improvements to Marshbank Park for a total of 
$1,906,428.04 which includes a  10% contingency which will be divided between the 2025, 2026 and 
2027 fiscal years.    
             
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
 
E. Consideration for Approval of 2025 Budget Amendment #1   
  
Motion by Commissioner Adams, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve the 2025 Budget 
Amendment #1 which decreases the Budgeted 2025 end of year fund balance by $154,800.      
             
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0-0 
    
PUBLIC FORUM- None 
 
Closed Session - Consider a closed session pursuant to Section 8(1)(a) of the Open Meetings Act  
to conduct a periodic personnel evaluation of the Executive Director, at the request of the  Executive 
Director.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to enter into Closed Session. 
Unanimously approved 7-0.  Entered into Closed Session at 7:46PM.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to end the Closed Session. 
Unanimously approved 7-0. Closed Session ended at 8:09PM.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Commissioner Wenczel attended a tour of Apple Island and wanted to public to be aware that tours 
are available  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel for Adjournment. 
 
There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 
8:10PM.  
  

Reviewed by, 
John Erich 
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(As a permanent record, an audio tape of this meeting in its entirety is on file and will remain at the Parks and Recreation offices 
where it may be heard.) 


