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PROCEEDINGS OF 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
West Bloomfield Township Hall Boardroom 

West Bloomfield, Michigan  
 

Wednesday, April 23, 2025 
                                                                            6:00 PM                                     APPROVED        
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairperson Brooks 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:            Chair Robert Brooks  
   Secretary John Erich  
   Treasurer Terrance Adams 
   Commissioner Merv Aronoff 
   Commissioner David Barash 
   Commissioner Amy Mindell  
   Commissioner Sally Wenczel       

   
Staff Present:  Kelly Hyer, Executive Director  
   Chris Frey, Parks Superintendent 
   Ashley Stokes, Recreation Supervisor 
   Ashley Forton, HR Manager 
   Vincent Kirkwood, WB Township Trustee 
   Carrie Manning, Recording Secretary 
    
Public:   None     

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE        
 
PUBLIC FORUM- None present. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel to approve the agenda.    

 
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7- 0- 0 
 
ITEMS FROM THE TOWNSHIP LIAISON 
 
Township Liaison Kirkwood updated the Commission on items from the most recent West Bloomfield 
Township meeting. The Township has approved Construction on WB Township Fire Station #1 in the amount 
of $721,000 from the Public Safety Capital Fund. The Township denied a private property case in favor of 
environmental concerns. 
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Eagle Scout Project Special Recognition 
Naturalist Lauren Azoury presented Scout Braden Fritz with a special recognition certificate for his work 
with the WBPRC.  Working towards becoming an Eagle Scout, Braden built 12 four-chamber bat boxes that 
the Park Staff helped install around West Bloomfield Township. Bats have been losing their natural habitats 
to progress and construction, but they are a vital part of the nature ecosystem.  They help control the 
insect and rodent population in the areas where they live.  Braden also built an additional 12 one-chamber 
bat boxes for the community.  He has also distributed pollinator insect boxes at all the Township fire 
departments.  West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation appreciates all that Braden has done for West 
Bloomfield.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Items A through I are Consent Agenda matters considered to be routine by the Commission and enacted by 
one motion unless a member of the Commission wishes to discuss one of the topics.  
 
A)  Approval of Minutes-Regular Commission March 26, 2025   
B)  Approval of March Revenue and Expenditure Report    
C)  Approval of March Prepaid Expense Report in the amount of $337,372.56   
D)  Approval of Invoice Journal Report (Expenditures by Check) in the amount of $140,467.29   
E)  Approval of the March Credit Card Refund Report totaling $8,005   
F)  Receipt of the March Cash Balance   
G)  Receipt of Design Engineering Services Contract modification with DLZ for $7,000 for the WB  
     Trail culvert repair (section of Trail East of Arline Dr)    
H)  Receipt of Advertisement for Connect Community Center Request for Proposals (RFP) for   
     Landscape Architects    
I)   Receipt of Contract to Fishbeck for $11,800 for Professional Traffic Engineering Services for   
     the West Bloomfield Civic Center Campus Traffic Impact Study    
    
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve items A through I on 
the Consent Agenda. 
 
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7- 0- 0 
 
STAFF REPORT  
 
Executive Director Hyer provided an administration update and shared some recent milestones met in the 
Connect Community Center project. The construction contract was awarded to Frank Rewold & Sons and a 
pre-construction and construction timeline was presented. The “Design Sprint” is proceeding with an 
upcoming meeting being scheduled with partners and stake holders, where concept designs will be 
presented. RFP deadlines are approaching for Landscape Architecture, Interior Design, and Low Voltage. 
 
HR Manager, Ashley Forton, announced the hiring of a new CSR and Program director for Connect as well 
as reviewing some recent opportunities for staff to attend training. Nine staff attended the mParks 
Conference in Traverse City and two attended the MGIA Spring Training Workshop in Novi. Park Fleet and 
Facilities Manager, John McKeown, received the Park Resource Leadership Award. 
 
Superintendent Frey commented that staff have closed the sled hills, pulling down and storing all the 
walking lane fencing and then transitioning right to installing nets for all the tennis and pickleball courts. 
The courts are now open as well as the playgrounds at all the parks. Staff also installed engineered wood 
fiber safety surfacing where necessary and reseeded the Drake soccer fields. Staff had to do some clean-
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up from recent storms and wind, removing broken trees and trimming limbs that were safety concerns. In 
response to Commissioner Wenczel’s question regarding the use of pesticides, Superintendent Frey 
answered that the WBPRC uses less and less each year and only where necessary. 
 
Supervisor Stokes provided the Recreation Report to the Commission where Spring and Summer programs 
and sign up were in high speed. Summer Camp registration opened a month earlier than usual and Staff 
was very busy hosting several events for both kids and adults such as a Girl Scout troop that earned their 
Wildlife Badge, a maple syrup program, Kids’ Nature night, and a Spring into Science event. Over at 
Connect, the Seniors were treated to a St Patrick’s Day luncheon and the Restaurant Ramblers were also 
busy trying out some area restaurants. Staff and volunteers stuffed hundreds of eggs for the annual Egg 
Scramble and Supervisor Stokes thanked the volunteers for all their help. She also announced that 
reservations are open for Lily Pad Springs, shelter, and facility rental.   
 
ITEMS FROM THE OFFICERS  
 

A. Items from the Chairperson 
 
Chairperson Brooks requested a motion to appoint Commissioners Wenczel and Mindell to a Sustainability 
Subcommittee through August of 2027.  The motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 
 
      B.  Items from the Secretary  
 
Secretary Erich commented on how impressed he was with the construction interviews and meetings and 
with everything that was involved in running the Parks and the Connect construction. 
 

C. Items from the Treasurer 
 
Treasurer Adams did not have any items tonight. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Chairperson Brooks  
  
Chairperson Brooks stated they met on April 9, 2025. Present were himself, Secretary Erich, Treasurer 
Adams, Executive Director Hyer, Parks Superintendent Frey, Recreation Supervisor Stokes, Finance Manager 
Stephanie Smith, HR Manager Forton, and Marketing & Events Manager Tehako.  They reviewed the agendas 
for both the Special Commission meeting and for tonight’s meeting. They were provided with several 
updates on the Bond Project, including timelines, budgets and upcoming meetings and RFP deadlines. They 
discussed personnel items and projects. They also reviewed grant opportunities and any outstanding legal 
issues. Their next scheduled meeting is May 14, 2025, at 4:00 PM. 
 
Finance: Report from Treasurer Adams  
   
Treasurer Adams indicated the Finance Committee met Wednesday, March 19, 2025, at 6:00pm. Present 
were himself, Commissioner Barash, Commissioner Wenczel, Finance Manager Smith, Executive Director 
Hyer, and Finance Associate Gapp. Also attending from Plante Moran was Stacey Reeves and Philip 
Femminineo as part of a pre-audited presentation. The committee reviewed invoices, vouchers, and 
prepaid expenses for the month. The committee reviewed agenda items for tonight’s meeting. The interest 
from the investment fund, year to date, stands at $40,329.89. The committee reviewed the finance reports 
for the month. The next meeting is scheduled prior to the regular Commission meeting on April 23, 2025, 
at 6pm, prior to the monthly Commission Meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS  
 
A. Consideration for Approval of the Earned Sick Time Act (ESTA) Policy for Part-time and Seasonal 

staff 
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel to approve the 
Earned Sick Time Act Policy for Part- time and Seasonal staff.    
 
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7- 0- 0 
 
B. Consideration for Approval of the painting and staining contract for the Marshbank buildings to 

Axtel & Sons Painting in the amount of $56,900   
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the painting and 
staining contract for the  Marshbank buildings to Axtel & Sons Painting in the amount of $56,900.    
             
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7- 0- 0 
 
C. Consideration for Approval of a Greentec mower from Buckeye Farmers in the amount of      

$47,850   
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the purchase 
of a Greentec 430-4 trail mower  with the flail mower head attachment from Buckeye 
Farmers in the amount of  $47,850.    
     
Ayes:  7       
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7- 0- 0 
 
D. Discussion of Work Sessions 

A. Connect Community Center Design Preview for Community Partners & Elected Officials on 
May 13. 

B. Commission Training with topics to include by-laws, Freedom of Information Act, Open 
Meetings Act, etc. scheduled for June 16th. 
 

Motion Unanimously Carried: 7- 0- 0 
    
PUBLIC FORUM- None present. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Commissioner Aronoff reminded residents using the WB Trail to post their pictures on Traillinks.com and 
also a reminder that the WB Trail speed limit is 15mph.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55PM.  
  

Reviewed by, 
John Erich 

 
 
(As a permanent record, an audio tape of this meeting in its entirety is on file and will remain at the Parks and Recreation offices 
where it may be heard.) 


